Class Newsletter
Rabbit Class Term 2
Welcome back to another term of fun in Rabbit Class! We hope you have had a great half
term and are looking forward to lots of new learning.
We will be continuing our learning this term by looking at the changing seasons, hibernating
animals, autumn foods and seasonal celebrations and festivals. We will be exploring Bonfire Night,
Diwali, Remembrance Day and of course there will be LOTS of excitement and fun in the lead up
to Christmas! As well as learning about the very first Christmas and the Nativity story, we will be
running our very own elf academy in December!
Our maths this term looks at number recognition, formation, counting accurately, repeating
patterns and 2D shapes and their properties.
Our phonics will continue – we will be learning some more new sounds, having a go at forming the
letters correctly and emphasis will be on blending those sounds to read words. Please ensure you
practise the sounds and read daily with your child.
Outdoor Learning:
We will continue going to the forest twice a week. The children really benefit from these
sessions. The weather is turning colder so if your child can not get their coat on under their
waterproofs we will put it on over the top to keep them warm. This will result in a muddy coat so
if your child’s coat WON’T fit underneath their waterproofs you may wish to invest in a fleece to
wear underneath.
PE Days:
On a TUESDAY and THURSDAY children need to wear PE kits into school – Green or black
tracksuit bottoms, school green PE T-shirt and school jumper / cardigan / PE sweatshirt. They
also need to wear trainers preferably with Velcro fastening.
Home Learning:
I will send home weekly reading books. Please practise blending the sounds to read words. Books
will be changed on a MONDAY and THURSDAY. Please don’t forget to mark the book as finished
when you have read them or it will appear that you haven’t read them and they will not be changed.
Library books can be changed on a MONDAY. Parents needs to accompany their children into class
after school to select a book. It is not compulsory to take home a library book.
Weekly home learning will continue via google classroom on a Friday and I will continue to post the
weekly videos too.
Class Dojo:
Any notifications of forthcoming events will be posted on Class dojo and I will send out reminders
of things you need to remember.
Thank you for all your support.

Mrs Thornley & Mrs Bond

How to read at home with your child
All children are reading books which are linked to the letters they are familiar with and recognise in
class. The children are assessed regularly and books are linked to their level of reading
development. These books have very few words but are very important. Early books allow children to
learn how stories work, including the order and direction in which they read, without the pressure
of too many words on the page. Children will enjoy talking about the story and discussing what is
happening in the pictures. Please use the printed guidance on the inside front or back cover to
explore the book fully. The first step in reading is to use the letters (graphemes) we have taught
to sound out and read the words.
The books contain letters that the children are familiar with through our phonic sessions at school
and contain 2 / 3 letter words which they should be able to have a go at sounding out themselves. If
your child finds this too daunting then get the adult to read the story and ask your child to help you
sound out and read the odd word that you get ‘stuck’ on. As their confidence increases they’ll be
more confident and willing to have a go themselves.
Activities and ideas when sharing these books with your child:
• Respond to your child’s ideas by repeating them back and introducing new words to increase
their vocabulary.
•

Look at the front cover and read the title to your child. Ask them what they think the story
will be about? Relate the title back to your child i.e. ‘The lost gloves’ have they ever lost
anything? or ‘Puddles’ what do you do when you see a puddle?

•

Allow your child to turn the pages of the book and describe what they see in the pictures.
You could take it in turns to tell a page of the story.

•

Encourage your child to add sounds to accompany the action in story and talk about any
sounds that might be found in the story setting i.e. ‘Feed the Birds’ what sounds might you
hear outside?

•

Once you have finished sharing the book ask your child to retell the story in their own
words.

•

Did they enjoy the story? Why?

•

Look at letters in words which may be in your child’s name.

•

Look at sounds they already know

•

Ask your child to point to different things on the page e.g. The angry man

Please can you spend about 10 minutes a night reading. It is important that you spend time little and
often looking and sharing stories together rather than long periods of time looking at all the books
at once.

Dates for your diary
November:
Tuesday 9th and Thursday 11th – Parent Consultations (Times sent out via Class Dojo) Consultations
will be in the classroom. Both parents may attend. Please can I ask that you wear a mask.
Appointments will be 10 minutes only. Please arrive at least 5 minutes before your appointment time
as I will not be able to run over time. Wait outside the classroom in the corridor. There will be
chairs available. Please enter the school through the front door and walk through the hall and down
the corridor to the end where the classroom is.
Thursday 18th November – Individual photo day

December:
Wednesday 1st December – Flu vaccinations administered by the school nurse
Tuesday 7th December – Nativity performance 1.30pm
Wednesday 8th December – Nativity performance 9.00am
Instructions will be sent out nearer the time regarding how to book a space for the nativity
performance.
Friday 10th December – Christmas Jumper Day
Monday 13th December – Church Service 10am. The whole school walks to the church. Parents are
invited to join us. The service is led by Father Ted. Please note you will not be sitting with your
child in church.
Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Dinner Day and Elf Academy Day. Children are required to
come into school dressed in their elf clothes for a day of fun. We will have a party in the
afternoon.
Friday 17th December – Last Day of term. We finish at 1.30pm

Please note these dates appeared on the school newsletter. Any further dates I will post on Class
dojo. Things always crop up as we go throughout the term.

