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Head of School Message—Autumn Term 2
Dear Parents,
I would like to thank you all for your continued support this
term; it is much appreciated by all staff. This term Miss
Tunnicliffe and myself continue to monitor the standards of
teaching and learning in all classrooms and I am pleased to
report that we have seen outstanding practice by many
teachers alongside outstanding learning environments. All
staff are committed to improving their own practice and
this is the huge benefit of working as part of the Aletheia
Academy. This sharing of good practice is done by all staff
and at all levels. We work collaboratively as an academy
through moderation, meetings and CPD. The talented staff
we have in the school continue to go from strength to
strength.
Curriculum
Our Curriculum is an area that we have worked hard to improve. Cornerstones and Maths Mastery is now embedded
across the school. We have been focusing on improving
writing across the school by applying the structure of Story
Telling to improve the outcomes. Hopefully you are all familiar with the stories Awongalema and Baba Yaga. All the
children learnt these stories and we applied the theory behind Story Telling. Adam Gullian led staff training on this
approach and we are now applying this when writing is
taught. The Storytelling School method is a dynamic and
creative approach to learning. The main idea is simple: by
learning to tell stories and make verbal presentations, children develop great oral communication skills while mastering the language and ideas they need for subsequent writing. This systematic approach is used for both fiction and
non-fiction teaching as well as subject specific projects
across the Curriculum. We will continue to enrich our Curriculum with themed weeks, enrichment afternoons and
growth mind-set. We aim to provide a Curriculum which
offers challenge, engagement and resilience.
Harley
Harley is my 4 year old Chocolate Labrador who has been
spending some time in school and working alongside specific
children. He has been trained and will undergo a formal assessment in Term 3. There are relevant risk assessments in
place and governors are aware he is on-site. I have slowly
been integrating him into school and researched the effect
that dogs can have on the development of well-being and
social and emotional needs.
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Some children may have had upsetting experiences and thus have a
fear of dogs (or another animal).
Harley will only be in contact with
children whose parents have given
their permission. It is understandable that some of you may be concerned about possible allergic reactions to a school dog. However,
Harley will be subjected to the most
thorough cleanliness and grooming
regime. He will also only be allowed
in situations with pupils who voluntarily wish to work with him. Your
permission will, of course, be sought
in advance of Harley having access
to and working with your child in
school.
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Evidence indicates that benefits include:


Cognitive – companionship with a dog stimulates memory, problem-solving and game-playing



Social – a dog provides a positive mutual topic for discussion, encourages responsibility, wellbeing and focused interaction with others



Emotional – a school dog improves self-esteem, acceptance from others and lifts mood, often
provoking laughter and fun. Dogs can also teach compassion and respect for other living things
as well as relieving anxiety.



Physical – interaction with a furry friend reduces blood pressure, provides tactile stimulation,
assists with pain management, gives motivation to move, walk and stimulates the senses



Environmental – a dog in a school increases the sense of a family environment, with all of the
above benefits continuing long after the school day is over.

The long term plan is that all children, if parents permit, will be allowed to integrate with Harley. I
will hold a parent workshop in Term 5.
Attendance and Behaviour
Attendance continues to be a key area of focus and we are striving for all classes to be 96% or
above. This is an Ofsted requirement and as a school we are judged against this. The class with the
best attendance this term is Class 5 and they will be allowed to wear their own clothes on Friday
25th January 2019.
Below are the attendance figures for each class during this term.
Rabbits—94.1%%
Hedgehogs - 95.3%
Otters - 92.6%
Eagles - 95.1%
Dolphins - 96.8%
Pandas - 97.9%
Tigers - 97.1%
Thank you for all you do to ensure your children are on time for school and they attend regularly. It
probably comes as no surprise that children who are not in school regularly fall behind and miss out
on big chunks of learning. We will contact parents of children when we are concerned about attendance but if you are concerned about anything please do not hesitate to talk to us and we can make
sure any gaps are filled.
Feedback from Parent consultations and questionnaires
Thank you for attending parent consultations and for completing the questionnaires. The questionnaires will be analysed and shared with you when the data is available.
Next week the children have their Christmas lunch to look forward to on Monday followed by the
Christmas Church service on Tuesday which will be led by Classes 2 and 5.
All that is left to say is have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing
you all on Thursday 3rd January 2019.
With kind regards.
Miss Tara Hewett
Head of School
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Remembrance Service
at Shorne church
On Thursday 1 November Father Ted invited Class 6 to St
Peter & St Paul’s 100 Year Remembrance Service. The tower outside the church and on the path leading up to the war
graves were lovingly decorated with a camouflage sheet covered in 8,000 poppies. These
poppies were knitted and crocheted by local residents. Inside the church they had made
black silhouettes of soldiers
who went to war from the village of Shorne but never came
back entitled “There but not
there”. On their visit the class
spoke to a gentleman who told
them that he was the nephew
of one of these soldiers and movingly sat next to his uncle’s
silhouette during part of the service.
The rain was torrential but this did not waiver their Shorne
School spirit. Some of the Class 6 children wore their
Guide, Cub and Scout uniforms to the church and took part
in the service helping to read prayers alongside the Mayor
of Gravesham.

All age worship
led by Class 1
On Sunday 2nd November, members of Class 1 together with Miss Carter and Mrs Doerr joined
Father Ted at the morning service in Shorne Church.
The children stood up and shared facts they had learnt about Advent. They held up pictures to tell
everyone all about the exciting things they do to prepare for Christmas. They explained that during
Advent children have fun making Christingles and sometimes have Advent calendars that have chocolate hidden behind the doors! Miss Hewett, Mrs Doerr and Miss Carter were very proud of all of
the children. They spoke confidently and displayed excellent behaviour throughout the entire
church service.
A big thank you to everyone who was able to attend the service including the family and friends of
Class 1.

Term 1 RAP Awards
YR
YR
YR
YR
YR
YR
YR

R
1
2
3
4
5
6

R Harry Rudden-Vine
R Ruby James
R Aidan Murkin
R Nejla Hoca
R Summer Norman
R Cicely Smith
R Kai Boora
Respect

A Jesse Mills
A Sienna Dale
A Dexter Lock
A Jessica Coeshall
A Freddie Sheen
A Freddie Clayden
A Oliver Breese
Achievement

P Sophia Harrington
P Sienna Haros
P Harry Lucas
P Remy Colquhoun
P Aaron Ghuman
P Emma Scott
P Jolene Mottl
Perseverance
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Class 2
Sharing afternoon

14th December 2018
Term 2, Issue 2

On Thursday 29th November Class 2 welcomed in their parents for an afternoon of reading and biscuits. They spent the morning making biscuits
with the help of Miss Weedon and Mrs Wellard and shared these with
their grown ups. They read their favourite story books, such as 'The dinosaur that pooped a planet' and 'Oi buck-billed platypus' and they also had
the opportunity to share their new library books which FOSS have very
kindly helped them to buy. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend!
They can't wait to have another open afternoon!

Class 6 Trip to the
Museum of Kent Life
Class 6 recently spent the day at Kent Life taking part in their Victorian Christmas themed
workshops alongside other
schools in the county. The children got to learn about and play
with Victorian toys. They also
recreated a factory machine so
that they could experience what it would have
felt like as a child working in terrible conditions.
They even got to meet Charles Dickens! He
asked some of the children to act out his famous story 'A Christmas Carol'. Other activities included lace making, Victorian housing and
Christmas traditions. On their return Class 6 have been creating their own version of when Mr Scrooge was visited by the
ghost of Christmas past building on atmosphere and tension
within their writing.

Sports News
Netball
On Tuesday 6th November a team of Class 5 and 6 girls
and boys took part in an away netball match with Cobham
Primary School. The team played really well but unfortunately they lost the match 6:4. Well done to the whole
team for their efforts.
Basketball
On Thursday 6th December a group of boys and girls
from Class 6 took part in a basketball tournament at
Northfleet Technology College. They played six games,
won two, drew one and lost three, finishing joint fourth
in their group. Well done to the whole team.

Pumpkin Raffle winners
We are very pleased to
announce that this
year’s pumpkin raffle
winners were:
George Reason, Class 3
Issac Tilson, Class 1
Lucy Turner, Class 4
Karam Singh Randhawa, Class 4
Thank you to everyone who took
part in the raffle. We have raised
£30 which will be spent on Gardening Club supplies.

Feedback from
Behaviour Workshop
On Monday 12th November
Miss Hewett together with
Mr Mallinson held a Behaviour Workshop for parents
and carers in the school hall.
This was a really useful
workshop and well attended.
Thank you to everyone who
came along.
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In each termly newsletter we always update you with details of what
each class has been involved with in their Cornerstone Curriculum topic.
It has been decided that from this point forward we will advise of the
new topics for the following term only as parents/carers are always
regularly updated by class teachers.

For your information the new topics for each class
next term in the Cornerstones Curriculum are:
Class
Class R
Class 1
Class 2
Class 3
Class 4
Class 5
Class 6

Topic
What happens when I fall asleep?
Bright Lights, Big City
The Scented Garden
Scrumdiddlyumptious!
Blue Abyss
Pharoahs
Frozen Kingdom

Digital Leader Award
We are pleased to announce that
our Head Digital Leader, Daniel,
has been awarded a special
badge this term for his continued IT support to the School.

Christmas message from FOSS
‘The Christmas Fayre was a huge success and we managed to raise an outstanding amount of £4,163.98. We truly find the support of our little
school amazing. Thank you to all the parents, teachers and children in their
donations of time, goods and effort! We appreciate it so much.
Our personalised Christmas card scheme raised a lovely £218.00.
Thank you to Alex Smith for organising and all the children for their wonderful art skills!
Thank you to Carly Reason for arranging the “Bags to school” collection. FOSS raised £32.00.
We hope that all the children enjoyed their Christmas parties and would also like to thank all the
helpers on Thursday 13th December for Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree! What a lovely evening.
A big thank you to Mrs Forbes for the carols.
We would d also love to say a massive thank you to Lucy South, Karen
Amos and all their helpers for tirelessly giving their time to open
Tuck Shop each and every week to keep our little ones happy.
Please don’t forget to check out our second hand uniform shop. Find
yourself a good quality bargain for the new term , all the while supporting the school. Win win!
We hope to set a FOSS meeting date in the new year, so look forward to meeting old and new faces in 2019! Have a fantastic Christmas, from all at FOSS.”
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Travelling Book Fair
During the week beginning
Monday 5th November the
Travelling Book Fair visited
school. Many many thanks to
all those pupils and parents
who came along and supported this event. This year we
sold £342.61 worth of books which in
turn means the school receives £95.00
worth of books for the school library.
Thank you!!!

Muddy Madness
You may remember back in September Shorne School hosted
Muddy Madness on the school
field. Class 1 through to Class 6,
including teachers, had so much
fun taking part. There were water slides, a
crawl tunnel, climbing walls and lots of lovely wet, sticky mud! We are very happy to
report that the school has raised £530.94
after costs. Thank you to all the parents,
carers and friends who came along both on
the day to support the children and in
sponsorship money.

Children in Need 2018
We are very
pleased to
report that
this year
the school raised £196.60 for
Children in Need. All the children were invited to come into
school in their own clothes or
dressed in Children in Need themed clothes.
Thank you to everyone who so very kindly donated to this very worthwhile charity.

Poppy Appeal 2018
Thank you to everyone who
donated to this year’s Poppy
Appeal. We are very pleased
to report that this year we
raised £131.07 to this very worthwhile charity.
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First Aid Reminders
Health Questionnaire
Many thanks to those who have completed the Health Questionnaire which was
sent out via Parentmail. If you have not
completed the Questionnaire, please do
so and send back as soon as possible.
This is a vital document that informs/updates us of
how we can support your child and it is a Parent/
Carer’s responsibility to keep this information up to
date. They can be emailed to
MrsPeeke@shorne.kent.sch.uk (for medical issues
only).
If forms are not returned, it will be assumed your
child no longer has that medical condition.
Medication
Please can you ensure your child’s medication we hold
in school is in date. Emails have been sent, via Class
Dojo, to parents regarding out of date medication.
Certain Epipens are in short supply and the Government has given permission for some to be used after
their expiry date. Unfortunately those held in school
are not on this list so need to be replaced if out of
date.
Slapped Cheek
There have been a few cases of slapped cheek in
school recently. Slapped cheek is
most contagious during the incubation period, around
two weeks before the onset of the rash or other
symptoms. Symptoms include a slightly high temperature, a runny nose, a sore throat, a headache,
an upset stomach and feeling generally unwell. The
rash can be visible for up to 3 weeks.

School website
Please remember to always
take the time to look at our
school website
www.shorne.kent.sch.uk.
Please make sure that you do regularly check this
for updates, detailed information about curriculum areas and important dates for your diaries.

Forthcoming Events
December

17th—Christmas lunch
18th—Church service, 10.00am, all welcome
18th—Last day of term, school finishes 1.30pm

January

3rd—First day back to school
4th—Coffee morning, 9.00am, open to all parents/
carers
7th—11th—International Week
15th—Growth Mindset Parent Workshop, 9.30am
16th—FOSS meeting, Harvester, 7.30pm
24th—Class 6, Sports Hall Athletics, Cobham Hall
25th—Class 5 netball tournament, Kings School
29th—Class R & 1, Learning Street visit (Tiny
Towns)

February

3rd—All age worship led by Class 3 at the Church
of St Peter & St Paul, 10.00am
6th—Class 6 visit to St George’s Secondary School
“Little Shop of Horrors”
8th—Whole school disco—5.30-7.00pm
15th—Last day of term, school finishes 3.20pm
18th-22nd—Half term week
25th—Trust Development Day, school closed to
children
26th—First day back to school for children

March

1st—Coffee morning, 9.00am, open to all parents/
carers

Rockin’ around the Christmas Tree
This year Rockin’ around the Christmas
Tree was held on Thursday 13th December.
Thank you to everyone who came along.
Thank you to Mrs Forbes, Mrs Hunt, the
dance club and choir for a wonderful evening. It was
a real pleasure to see the children perform and show
case their talents.

Christmas Jumper Day 2018
On Friday 14th December we held
this year’s “Christmas Jumper
Day” where we invited the children to come to school dressed in
their Christmas jumpers. We are
very pleased to announce that a
grand total of £141.45 was raised which will be donated
to Save the Children. Thank you to everyone for your
support.
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Samaritan’s Purse
Shoe Box Appeal 2018
Thank you to all those who
brought in a shoe box for
the Samaritan’s Purse Shoe
Box Appeal. Samaritan’s
Purse UK is an international
relief and development organisation that
works through local churches to proclaim
and demonstrate the love of God amongst
communities in need. Shorne School sent
off 35 boxes this year which will be sent
out to Macedonia and the Ukraine and help
to change a child’s life. Thank you.

Shorne’s Got Talent
On the afternoon of
Wednesday 12th December the whole school came
together in the hall to
watch “Shorne’s Got Talent”! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon and lots of pupils had the opportunity to
showcase their talents to the rest of the
school. We were even joined by the four famous judges themselves Simon, Amanda,
Alesha and David aka Mr Edwards, Mrs Hunt,
Miss Hewett and Mr Woodcock!

Elf Day 2018
This year Elf Day was held on
Wednesday 12th December.
Everyone was invited to come
into school dressed as an Elf or
in the colours of red, green or
white. Everyone made an extra special effort and the sound of bells ringing on hats
and shoes could be heard all around the
school for the whole day!

School Nativity
Thank you to everyone who came
along to watch this year’s school Nativity, on Monday 10th and Tuesday
11th December. As ever, both days
were very well attended and hugely successful.
Thank you to all the staff in KS1 who worked
hard to produce such a successful Nativity.

